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May 20, 2026 Arlington Township Board Meeting Minutes          Final 

Georgette Peterson, Supervisor Ted Swanson, Trustee 
Susan Wilson, Clerk Matt Kuzma, Trustee 
Jeff Douglas, Treasurer 

ARLINGTON TOWNSHIP 
52022 34th Avenue, Bangor, Michigan 

BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
 

May 20, 2026 
 
Georgette Peterson called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 
Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
Roll Call: Matt Kuzma, Ted Swanson, Jeff Douglas, & Georgette Peterson all present. 
Absent: Susan Wilson 
Others Present: Scott Graham, Arlington Township Attorney and Dorman Wilson, Deputy Clerk 
 
Changes to the agenda: Remove Budget Approval, Under Old Business add Styrofoam Materials to Transfer Station 
Update (remove Attendant), and remove Solar Fields under New Business. 
 
Approval of Agenda:  Ted Swanson made a motion to approve the agenda as amended, supported by Jeff 
Douglas. All in favor. Motion carried.   
 
Approved Consent Agenda Reports: 
  
 Assessor’s Report 

Supervisor’s Report 
 Clerk’s Report 
 Marijuana Coordinator’s Report 
 

Motion was made by Tedd Swanson to approve the Consent Agenda Reports, supported by Matt Kuzma.  
All in favor. Motion carried.   
 

Motion was made by Ted Swanson to approve the April 15, 2026 Board Meeting Minutes, supported by Jeff 
Douglas. All in favor. Motion carried.  
 
Motion was made by Jeff Douglas to approve the April 15, 2026 Closed Session Board Meeting Minutes, 
supported by Ted Swanson. All in favor. Motion carried. 
 

Reports 
 
Law Enforcement: Deputy Daniel 
 
There was a total of 55 calls for the month of April. Blight cases continue to be investigated. There is a possibility 
of having jail trustees, who need to perform community service, assist with blight clean-up for those who are 
incapacitated and cannot physically do the clean-up work. The Township would need to take on the responsibility 
for any liability for any damage or injury that may occur and create/complete a waiver form.   
 
Jeff Douglas made a motion to authorize the investigation of obtaining an insurance rider and creating a 
waiver form for limited-service liability for jail trustees to perform work on blighted property. Ted 
Swanson supported the motion. All in favor. Motion carried. 
 
Fire Departments: 
 
Arlington, Bangor City, and Bangor Township (ABB): Derek Babcock 
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There was a total of 29 calls for the month of April. Seven of those calls were for Arlington Township. A pancake 
breakfast, at the fire department, will be held on Saturday, May 30, 2026 from 7am to 10am. If you plan on 
burning outdoor brush, please contact the fire department to ensure it is safe to do so. You may leave a message 
and let us know when you plan to burn. 
 
Lawrence Township Emergency Services (LTES): Derek Babcock on behalf of LTES 
 
There were 12 calls in Arlington Township for the month of April; 1 fire and 11 medical. 
 
Senior Service’s Report: no report. 
 
Commissioner’s Report: no report. 
 
Road Commission Report: Greg Brucks   Program Sheets Completed 
 
Toured the Township roads with members of the Board to assess road conditions and prioritize where funding can 
be best spent. 52nd Street is the busiest road in the Township and is in need of maintenance from 40th Avenue to 
M-43. After the tour, it was discovered that 52nd Street from M-43 to 28th Avenue was in horrible shape. Based on 
the road tour, project sheets with cost were developed.  
 
Maintenance Project Sheets for 2026: (Total cost would be ~ $264,594.00) 
 
- Park Lane (West Side) - ditching/stump removal 
- 40th Ave, between CR 215 & 52nd St – pipe replacement 
- 52nd St, between 40th Ave to M-43 and M-43 to 28th Ave -sealcoat, fog seal, and de-berming 
- All Local Roads in Township – brush spray 
- Locations as ID’d by RC Staff – boom mowing 
- All Certified Gravel Roads – dust control and pavement service evaluation & rating 

  
Questions were asked about sealcoating Woodland Drive. Currently Woodland Drive is paved from right-of-way to 
right-of-way. A special assessment district could be developed for this. The road commission was asked to obtain 
the cost for sealcoating the road. 
   
Ted Swanson made a motion to discuss the road maintenance project sheets, supported by Georgette 
Peterson. 
Ted amended his motion to state: to approve payment for road maintenance of the above listed projects. 
Georgette Peterson supported the motion. Roll Call Vote: Matt Kuzma, Ted Swanson, Jeff Douglas, & 
Georgette Peterson all in favor. Motion carried. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Jeff Douglas 
 
Expense Approval: For payment of the April 16, 2026 to May 20, 2026 expenses. 
 
Ted Swanson made a motion to approve payment of the above expenses. Jeff Douglas supported the 
motion. All in favor. Motion carried. 
 
A street light assessment was initiated to compare the cost of traditional street light to LED replacement with 
Consumers Energy. Currently 9 out of 10 are traditional street lights. 
 
Planning Commission (PC) Report: Peggy Douglas 
 
The Planning Commission adopted the Master Plan at their May 14, 2026 meeting and will be brought to the 
Board today for their approval. Meetings are now scheduled every other month. All 5 commission members 
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attended a Planning and Zoning Primer workshop at the VBISD Conference Center in Lawrence. The PC 
continues to review sections of the zoning ordinance which McKenna is working on.  

 
Public Comments: 

• Concern regarding data centers and the need for a moratorium 
• Question regarding closed session information 
• Status of the gravel pit owned by StoneCo 
• Odor from the marijuana facilities 

 
New Business: 
 
Master Plan Resolution: Georgette Peterson 
 
Resolution #2026 – 3, Township Board Resolution to Adopt Master Plan was brought before the Board. 
 
Jeff Douglas made a motion to approve the Master Plan as presented. Ted Swanson supported the motion. 
Discussion: Georgette Peterson stated the Master Plan can be amended at any time.  
Roll Call Vote: Matt Kuzma, Ted Swanson, Jeff Douglas, & Georgette Peterson all in favor. Motion carried. 
 
Road Commission Project Program Sheets: Already occurred under Road Commission Report. 
 
Blight Plan: Already occurred under Law Enforcement Report. 
 
Data Centers: Georgette Peterson 
 
Scott Graham expressed that resident, Christopher Passmore, explained, very well, the need for a moratorium. The 
Ordinance Establishing Data Center Moratorium will last for two years. 
 
Georgette Peterson made a motion to adopt the Ordinance Establishing Data Center Moratorium. Jeff Douglas 
supported the motion. All in favor. Motion carried. Discussion occurred. A roll call vote was also taken. Roll Call 
Vote: Matt Kuzma, Ted Swanson, Jeff Douglas, & Georgette Peterson all in favor. Motion carried. 
 
Ted Swanson made a motion to begin work on creating an ordinance which would regulate Data Centers. 
Georgette Peterson supported the motion. Discussion: To have the PC work on creating this ordinance. Roll Call 
Vote: Matt Kuzma, Ted Swanson, Jeff Douglas, & Georgette Peterson all in favor. Motion carried. 
 
Fireworks Ordinance – Georgette Peterson 
 
Scott Graham explained that this ordinance will allow the local level to enforce the state statute. It also allows the Fire 
Chief to declare a state of emergency if conditions require. 
 
Ted Swanson made a motion to approve the Fireworks Ordinance. Matt Kuzma supported the motion. 
Roll Call Vote: Matt Kuzma, Ted Swanson, Jeff Douglas, & Georgette Peterson all in favor. Motion carried. 
 
March 20th Meeting – Minutes Approval: Georgette Peterson 
 
These minutes were from a special meeting that occurred regarding the budget. 
 
Ted Swanson made a motion to approve the minutes from the Special Board Meeting held on March 20th, 2026. 
Georgette Peterson supported the motion. All in favor. Motion carried. 
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Old Business: 
 
Transfer Station Update: Ted Swanson 
 
Still need an attendant. We do have someone who can fill in on occasion. The Van Buren Conservation District will pick up 
Styrofoam recycling for a fee of $75.00 from our Transfer Station. The maximum number of pick-ups for the year will be 6 
for a budgeted amount of $450.00. 
 
Jeff Douglas made a motion to table this discussion to obtain more clarifying information on Styrofoam 
recycling. Georgette Peterson supported the motion. All in favor. Motion carried. 
 
Zoning Fees: Georgette Peterson 
 
It was discussed to have the zoning fee, for larger construction (house, garage, pole barn), set at $400.00.  
 
Georgette Peterson made a motion to revisit the zoning fee. Ted Swanson supported the motion. 
Discussion: The fee should be based on the number of times the zoning administrator would need to go on site. 
After further discussion it was decided to keep the zoning fee at $400.00 for larger construction. All in favor. 
Motion carried. 
 
Flag Pole Update: Jeff Douglas 
 
The lift truck (from Out on a Limb) was supposed to come by so the diameter at the top of the flag pole can be measured 
to order the correct part to fix the flag pole. A call was made to them again today. 
 
Bainbridge Audit Firm: Jeff Douglas 
 
Information is being gathered from the 2025/2026 fiscal year to complete required forms so the firm can complete an 
audit. The township will have a yearly audit. 
 
Before adjournment, Greg Brucks announced that the 40th Avenue road pipe will be installed next Wednesday.  
 
Adjournment: Jeff Douglas motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:35pm. Seconded by Matt Kuzma.  
All in favor. Motion carried. 
 
 


